The Social Media Money Roadmap

Every alleyway to make money on social — what works in 2026, what's a trap, and the exact order to do it
in.

01 — The Real Cost Of Being Invisible

The average small business owner without a dialed social presence is leaving $40,000 to
$120,000 per year on the table. Conservative.

Every modern buyer Googles you on Instagram before they ever click your link. If your grid looks
dead, your bio is confusing, or your DMs go unanswered, the sale ends right there — silently.

Hard truth: social media is not 'marketing.' It's the modern storefront. If your storefront is dark,
you're closed.

02 — The 7 Ways Creators Actually Monetize
1. Sell your own offer — highest margin (80-95%).
. Affiliate / referral — 20-50% margin, works at scale.

. Brand & UGC deals — $200-$2,000/video, no follower minimum for UGC.
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4. Done-for-you services — social as a lead engine. 3 clients/mo at $2k = $72k/yr.
5. Platform creator funds — gravy, never the foundation.

6. Digital products — templates, guides, $7-$97 sold while you sleep.
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. Real-world arbitrage — salon-suite, Airbnb co-hosting, STR setup booked off your feed.

03 — Platform Math: Which One Pays In 2026
($/followerlyr)

Instagram: $1.50-$4.00 — local services, lifestyle

TikTok: $0.40-$1.20 — reach, viral discovery

YouTube (long): $3.00-$9.00 — authority, evergreen

Facebook: $0.80-$2.50 — local, 35+ buyers

LinkedIn: $5.00-$15.00 — B2B, high-ticket



X/ Threads: $0.20-$0.80 — network only

Translation: 1,000 dialed IG followers in a local niche > 50,000 random TikTok followers.

04 — Organic vs Paid: The Right Order

Phase 1 (wk 1-6): Organic only. Dial bio, link-in-bio, 9-grid, offer. 4 posts/week.
Phase 2: Boost what already works. $5-$20/day behind top 2 organic posts.
Phase 3: Cold lead-gen ads — only after Phase 2 hits 2-3% CTR.

05 — The Offer Ladder

FREE - lead magnet (email + DM capture)

$27 - tripwire (you're here)

$97 - execution blueprint (proves they're a buyer)
$997 - community / membership (recurring)
$2k+ - 1:1/ done-for-you (top of ladder)

Your job is never to 'convert a follower." It's to move them one rung up.

06 — Content Categories That Compound

1. Authority — proof you know your stuff

2. Education — one teach in <30 seconds, saves + shares
3. Result/Proof — wins, before/afters, screenshots

4. Story/Human — your why, background, losses

5. Offer — 1 in every 5 posts. Actually sell.

The trap: trends, dances, generic motivation. Views # buyers.

07 — The 3-Post Conversion Sequence
Post 1 — Hook & Hard Truth: call out the pain. Don't sell. They follow.
Post 2 — How It Works: mechanism, framework, before/after. They trust.

Post 3 — Soft CTA: 'if you want the full thing, link in bio." Buyer self-identifies.



08 — DMs That Close (Without Sounding Desperate)

1. Open with a question, not a pitch.
2. Confirm + reflect: 'Makes total sense. Most people | work with hit that exact wall.'
3. Soft offer with an out: 'Want me to send it?' They pull. You never push.

4. Send the link. Shut up. Follow up at 48 hours, once.

09 — Your 7-Day Quick Start

Day 1: Rewrite bio (3-line formula — that's the $97 blueprint).
Day 2: Set up link-in-bio with the offer ladder.

Day 3: Post 1 Authority + 1 Education.

Day 4: DM 10 engagers with the 4-message structure.

Day 5: Post a Result/proof post.

Day 6: Post Story/human + soft-CTA.

Day 7: Audit DMs, clicks, sales. Adjust.

10 — The 5 Traps That Kill Momentum

1. Posting without a CTA (wallpaper).

2. Chasing follower count over fit.

3. Going dark for 2+ weeks.

4. Selling at strangers (need 3-5 touchpoints first).

5. Trying 5 platforms at once. Pick one. Dominate.



The Social Bio + Link-in-Bio Blueprint
— $97

You have the map. The $97 Blueprint is the executable build — 3-line bio formula, 9-tile grid
system, link-in-bio page architecture, and 27 hook templates that turn the roadmap into a
working profile in 48 hours.

Get it;

— The Ikonik Team - ikonikmktg.com


https://ikonikmktg.com/social-formula

